


Preservation and Promotion of the 

Cordillera Cultural Heritage and 

Addressing Prevailing Issues 

in Society

4th International Conference of BIBAK in Europe
Dublin, Ireland

CARIDAD B. FIAR-OD, PhD
College Vice President, MPSPC

Council of Elders, Igorot Global Organization



The Philippine Cordillera 
Â located in the north -central 

part of Luzon

Â dubbed as ñwatershed 
cradle of North Luzonò

Â has a mountainous 
topography with towering 
peaks, plateaus, valleys, 
winding rivers that 
contributed to the 
significantly unique lifestyle 
and culture of the people.



Â The 1987 Philippine 
Constitution finally 
recognized the clamor 
of the Cordillerans for 
autonomy which is 
expected to promote 
development.  

Â The Cordillera 
Administrative Region 
(CAR) was created by 
virtue of EO 220 issued 
by President Corazon 
C. Aquino on July 15, 
1987



é. however, the organic act that 

would have granted the region its 

autonomy was rejected twice by the 

people of the Cordillera in 1990 and 

in 1998é hence, CAR remains an 

administrative region instead of an 

AUTONOMOUS regioné 



Â Cordillera 
Administrative 
Region (CAR) 
Â Abra 

Â Benguet 

Â Ifugao

Â Kalinga

Â Apayao 

Â Mountain Province  

Â Baguio City

Â 76 municipalities 
composed of 1172 
barangays.



BAGUIO CITY

Â regional center

Â Summer Capital of 
the Philippines



NATURAL RESOURCES
Â Gold and copper mines

Â Climate suitable to upland 
vegetables, fruits and 
ornamental plants -
cabbage, celery, carrot, 
potato, beans, lettuce, 
sweet peas, broccoli, 
beets, mushroom, banana, 
pineapple, strawberry 
citrus, persimmon, passion 
fruit, several varieties of 
cutflower, coffee, tobacco, 
mango, apple and pears 



Â Banaue Rice 
Terraces

Â Maligcong Rice 
Terraces

Â Sagada Caves

TOURIST DESTINATIONS

Â Benguet Flower 
Gardens

Â Handicraft 
industries
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