
Thank you from Ric Cuyob and Peter Agnaonao 

 
To the members of BIBAK Switzerland and to all the delegates of the 3rd ICBE consultation, Peter 
and I would like to express also our gratitude to everyone and congratulate the BIBAK Switzerland for 
doing all the most backbreaking jobs before, during and after the whole 
affair that made our 3rd ICBE consultation a unique and unforgettable one. For all the wisdoms 
imparted to us, the exchanges of experiences and the overall joyful and enjoyable consultation, we 
(Peter and I) are back here in Belgium and in our works safe and sound. We also would like to tell you 
that after the consultation we became wiser, more experienced, more joyful and consultable, but most 
of all more enjoyable than before ... he, he, he. 
 
Would you like to know a proof of it? Okay... When we arrived at the train station in Brussels, it was 

already passed 11 p.m. because of some delays and so in order to come home quickly we decided to 
take one taxi dropping by Peter's place first and then I will continue to 
my place. Upon arrival at the place of Peter, Cristobal must have been there still awake waiting for his 
father that late because when we rang the bell he immediately opened the door before his mother and 
to his awe he seemed to have not seen us for so long that he called the 
attention of his mother laughing and saying, "Look mama! They have two different hair styles, one has 
brush up and the other has brush down. That's genial!" Such feeling of surprise prompted one of us to 
quickly tell him with a wink of an eye, "This is it. To go to the Swiss Alps, you have to go down in order 
to get up and you have to go up in order to get down. The same with our haircuts, they may either let 
you up or let you down!" 
(Hey! Don't think of other things with your green minds you down there!) 
 

Ric Cuyob 
 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
Thank you from Dominga Webber 

 
Dear Everyone, 
  
Just arrived from Switzerland to attend the 3rd Igorot cordillera BIMAAK Europe Consultation and I 
wished I am still there.  The consultation was Hosted by BIBAK Switzerland and the venue was held 
in Hotel Friedegg, Aeschi (May 5-8, 2005). 
  
I am just about to leave for work so I just want to congratulate the BIBAK Switzerland team for a job 
well done.  I salute you all for all your hard work and efforts and for making us so welcome, specially 
to Lolit and Juerg, Claire and Martin, Violeta, Fred and all the others involved in the planning for 
making this event very memorable. Especially the gala night which I think is exceptionally unique. The 

very supportive talk of the ambassador followed by the exceptional presentation of the yoddelers of 
the Swiss Alps made this consultation very unique and unforgettable.  I would say this must be the 
best yet ICBE consultation if not the noisiest that I have attended.  The intercultural exchanges of the 
Igorots and Swiss through music and dances were a true example of East and West integration. 
  
I will report my account of the consultation later, but I just have to say THANK YOU!!!!!!! BIBAK 
SWISS FOR A JOB WELL DONE. Your hard work and effort is greatly appreciated. 
  
 And Thank you fellow delegates for the fellowship of sharing and exchanging your ideas and  your 
wisdom  which we hope to have gained knowledge and better understanding of our culture and the 
friendship which we will treasure and the laughter which we hope to share again next time we meet. 
  
"CONGRATULATIONS BIBAK SWITZERLAND!!!!!!!!!!!!! AND ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU."  

  
Dominga 



Thank you from Mia Apolinar-Abeya 

 
To the organizers and hosts of the 3rd ICBE, 
  
Thank you all for a superbly organized 3rd European Igorot conference! It was indeed one of the most 
memorable conferences that I ever attended. I was quite impressed with the way we were met at the 
airport by Fred L, met at the train station  by the welcoming committee, the active participation of your 
European spouses, the beautiful venue of the conference, the tour of the Swiss valleys and mountain 
gorge, the very inspiring cultural exchange that transpired between the IGorots and the Swiss 
community, the tour that Milo gave us to Bern (the beautiful old capital city of Switzerland) and the 
care that Flordeliza S. and Fred L. gave us all the way to the Zurich airport in the wee hours of the 
morning of Mother's day. Thank you everyone - that was a very wonderful experience that will always 

be a part of me. Thank you also for the opportunity to share with you my thoughts on our culture. As 
promised I have attached copies of both the narrative and the power point presentation that I have 
delivered during the convention. I hope that it will help in all your future gatherings. 
Kindly share with Dono of the Austrian delegation - I believe she wants to use the presentation soon.  
  
Manang Yvonne, would you kindly ask any of the participants if they could share with me any video 
recordings taken of the 3rd ICBE proceedings? I would like to include it in my file of Igorot 
conferences.  
  
Thanks again for a lovely conference. Ed and I are looking forward to the next one in Ireland. This 
time, he will not miss! By the way, you asked me what would be a good topic for your next convention 
- I was thinking along the lines of "Getting Deeper into the Igorot Culture" as a follow through of our 

discussions in the 3rd one. There is so much to learn about our culture that our youth would really 
need to dig deeper to find the beauty of it all and the application of these values learned to their daily 
lives.      
  
More Power to you all and May your tribe increase! 
Mia Apolinar Abeya 

 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 
 

Thank you from Cristabel Olat-Bounggick 
 
Kasin ya kasin ya kasin, CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
Although Patrick and I extended our gratitude personally and then calling you upon reaching home 
again sala-salamat. Patrick and I were really impressed of the BIBAK-Switzerland “Egay da 

napupunok.” As we have seen considering the geographical situation, but was not a hindrance of 
attaining the consultations objectives – planning, organizing etc. were done greatly!! 
 
Kabunyan was with us during our affair. Every participant was motivated and involved in one way or 
another making the affair successful. Our group from Austria had a long journey by car, but our 
presence was more than worthwhile. We had a tremendous experience, gained and increased our 
knowledge not only of our culture but an “Igorot as a whole”. More power to all of us Igorots! 
 
 
Cristabel Olat Bounggick 



Thank you from Sabina Kuenzi 

 
After reading the different feed backs of the consultation. I am happy that some were eager to share 
their opinions about it. I would like to thank all of you who  came to join us and to make our 
consultation a success. I met the Phil.Amb. in the church after the mass and she said that she learn a 
lot about our culture and she likes to attend gatherings if she learn something 
out of it. She said we have a wonderful group and she extend her greetings and regards to all. She 
gave me her speech and a photo of hers for the souvenir program.  
     
This is an opportunity to thank the different committees - program , decoration, transportation, 
invitation, transportation, invitation and snacks donated by Rebecca Riesterer and of course the 
finance. You all did a great job and thank God for the unity, patience, love and understanding which 

bind us together to come with the 3rd ICBE Consultation. 
 
MATAGO TAKO AMIN. 
 
Sakon, 
Sabina  

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
Thank you from Lolit Hafner-Monico 

 
Dear ICBEans, kakailians and friends, 
Good day to all, it is so wonderful sending you off with all those happy, smiling faces after the 
consultation. For us BIBAK Switzerland, it is the best evidence we could have of what the spirit of this 
consultation has been. We have been inundated by messages from all of you telling us what a good 
time you had during our affair. We have to believe then that this meeting was indeed a success and 
had created a general feeling of satisfaction. Whatever will be reported by Ric from the evaluations, 

we still think that part of the success of this consultation lies - among many other things - in the active 
participation of all, hence we share the compliments/salutations to all the delegates. We did it all and 
we hope to carry on the teamwork to the next consultation. 
Updates in our web site (http://homepage.swissonline.ch/Swiss_BIBAK) will follow soon. We are 
working gradually on it. Please give your comment, input, critics (hi Ric ;-) ) etc. for the web site 
directly to jhafner@swissonline.ch. 
There has been clamor for pictures and video recording during our program, so may we ask those 
who made films and photos to share them by prints, emails, CD or DVD. Juerg will then post the 
photos in the internet and Henry will produce a DVD out of the films. 
 
Wishing you all the best, 
 

lolit hafner-monico 



 
Thank you from Natascha Passerini 

 
Dear auntie Mia 

I hope you enjoyed your stay in Switzerland and you had a pleasant journey back to America. 

On behalf of Swiss-Igorot youth I want to thank you for your wonderful presentation you held during 
last weekend’s convention in Aeschi. For us it was very helpful to understand more about the Igorot 
culture although we couldn’t stay the whole meeting. But we are now eager to learn more about it and 
hopefully there are more occasions in the future to do so and to be close to our elders so that you can 
tell us about your experiences. That’s why I completely agree with your suggestion about the topic for 
the next convention: “Getting deeper into the Igorot culture”. As you said: What should we tell our 
children about the Igorot culture if our elders don’t teach us about it? We’ll certainly keep that in mind 

and we’ll make sure that we can tell your grandchildren about that wonderful culture.  

Thank you also for sending your presentation of the topic on Igorot culture. We will use this precious 
information for future references about sharing our culture. 

Gratefully yours 

Natascha Passerini  
 

..ooOOoo.. 

 

Thank you from Yvonne Belen 

 

Hi All, 

I just arrived from Switzerland last night and read my mail. Also read the letters written by Fred, 
Dominga and Ric.   

I propose that when we write our personal accounts of the consultation, we be very conscious of 
details like spelling of names and places. Lolit suggested that Dominga and Ric will make the final 
report of our consultation. Okay met kaniak. When this final report is finished, we could sent it to other 

groups.  

There are members of the Documentation Committee, who were given assignments, and we will wait 
for their reports. I also requested that the talks, workshop results and other written reports to be sent 
to me.  I was thinking that since Juerg Hafner was our tour guide, we will request him to make a 
written article on the tour. And we also need someone to write an article about the jodlers. 

I will go over the parts of our program that need to be documented and write you again. 

So for me, this is what I have to say.  

Congratulations again to BIBAK Switzerland for our successful conference. You prepared and 
planned well for our activity.  

You made our arrival at the hotel easy by fetching some participants in Spiez, the nearest train 
station. Some participants, who were met at the the ariport, appreciated this act of hospitality.  

The conference site was cozy and the view around it was breathtaking. At the hotel entrance, we saw 

the snow-capped peaks of Niessen. From our room, we could have a glimpse of Lake Thun. And from 
the dining room, we could see the green meadow with yellow flowers scatttered in patches.   

The letterings placed on the cloth were original. It must have taken a lot of time to make those 
letterings.    

The Igorot artifacts used as room decoration made us feel like we were in the Cordillera, even if we 
were in the Swiss Alps.   

The participants were very much animated during the group discussions. Our second generation 
participants were also very interested in the group discussions, especially on our culture. 



I thought we have to go to the mountains to hear someone play the Alphorn but he was right there, 
outside the conference hall. That was really a surprise.  

Our sightseeing tour was a real break from our talking sessions. We saw more of the snow-capped 
mountains and had a closer view of Lake Thun and Lake Brienz. Of course, the ladies enjoyed the 
time allotted for shopping.   

The presentation of the jodlers was exceptional with their entrance. They got the attention of the 
audience. I remember Mia saying the night before when we were rehearsing, "We should make our 
entrance impressive. 

I tasted the some of the cake you baked. Naimas.  

Thanks very much again to all members of BIBAK Switzerland.  

For the Proceedings, I will write later a draft of the acknowledgement and will request BIBAK-
Switzerland to help finalize it.    

Siya et na kasin, 

Yvonne 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
 

Thank you from Cecille Cobcobo 

 
Hello again. I for one totally agree with mng. Yvonne's comments regarding the consultation. When 
we were met at Zurich airport and Spiez train station, we all felt the warm welcome from members 
who were assigned or shall I say volunteered to do the tasks. Thanks once again. 

Everybody at work envy me having been to such a place like Switzerland and my response was, if not 
for this event i would not have been to the place or i might have but would have been different. Our 
having such gatherings like these have made a great impression to other filipinos as these reflects 
how united Igorots are "So I say agbiag dagiti igorot". 

 

regards, 
Cecille Cobcobo 
 

 



Thank you from Elizabeth Ut-utan 

 
dear lolit and juerg, 
 
hello there from us here in Bristol, U.K. 
 
WEll we are back to work but still the memories of Switzerland is still fresh in mind. 
 
The consultation as a whole, from the workshops, the discussions and topics, speakers, cultural show 
with the participation of the Swiss jodlers, the venue at the hotel with its friendly manager and staff 
and good food service and superb scenic view of Aschei and the tour guide is a memory to cherish. 
 

Both of you and your colleagues were excellent hosts. A big CONGRATULATIONS to all of you. The 
consultation was well organized and sucessfull. You did a brilliant, fantastic and great job, very well 
done. Keep up the good work and keep up the good unity that you have. In unity we stand and 
divided we fall, as the saying goes. I hope that the suceeding consultations will be as sucessful as 
you had. 
 
CHERWAI!!!!!! TO BIBAK-SWISS!!!!!!! 
 
Lastly a million thanks.....God bless all of you there. 
 
sak en si, 
 

elizabeth (beth) b. ut-utan 
igo-uk 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
Thank you from Judith Balangyao 

 
Dearest all, 
 
warm greetings to each and everyone of you from Ireland...I just want to take this opportunity to say 
thank you and a big salute to BIBAK-Switzerland for such a successful consultation...I know that 
others have expressed their appreciations and gratitudes to the group the minute they land in their 
homes....but of course there's always the so called late bangers and we're one of them :-) 
 
BIBAK-Ireland is quite busy at the moment in preparation of our 2nd Filipino Day which will be on the 
12th of June...and BIBAK pres. Dave Aragones is the overall chairman of the activity. And yesterday, 
our organization here meet up as our first general meeting and it was our chance to give our 

announcement about us being the next host of the 4th ICBE....of course at first myself and Jane had 
talked about how grateful we are to be there, learn a lot of new things and having fun at the same 
time (permi ti apal  da :-) esp. when they saw the pictures....and from that when we say about the 
good news, positive responses had outnumbered those 2 or 3 people with negative outlook...whom 
we understand of course as not everyone thinks in the same way.... 
 
Although we have said it already during the endorsement back in Switzerland, we want to shout it 
loud again that BIBAK-Ireland is happy to host the 4th ICBE (I'm talking now with the consensus of 
our organization)... 
 
have a nice day everyone ( -̂ )̂ 
 
judith balangyao 



 
Thank you from Julius and family 

 
Greetings! 
  
We are so grateful for your warmth welcome during the consultation. We really enjoyed the 
consultation with the beautiful Aeschi. Our Austrian delegates feedbacks was supper. They said they 
all enjoyed every minute of it. We learn many things and we want to learn more so we booking for the 
2006 4th ICBE at Ireland. The only little problem was the weather but it was not a hindrance at all. We 
arrived home safely. It was a long trip but we did not encounter any difficulties on our way home. 
  
With best regards, 
  

Julius and family 
Igo-Austria 

 
..ooOOoo.. 

 
 

Thank you from Claire Koller 
 

Hello everybody. This is Martin and I expressing our thanks for all  the excellent and gratifying 
feedbacks we BIBAK SWITZERLAND are rerceiving from all of you. It was indeed a very successfull 
consultation from the beginning to the end. We ourselves were surprised how smoothly it went. Our 
conclution is that the theme of the consultation was fullfilled to the joy and satisfaction of each and 
everyone.  The diff. workshops were all satisfactorily tackled according to the reports. 
  
Thank you Ric that you did not find a black cat in that dark room because as you said there was none 
in the first place. 
  
Now, in the Betreff of this e-mail I wrote honesty. I would like to share it to all of you. Yesterday 

morning at  6.20 A M ,we went to pick  Nelly and Henry Pitog up arriving by train from Vienna. Arriving 
home she was missing her digital camera and cell phone, both were in the same bag. She was sure 
she forgot it in the train as she took some pictures on the way. Martin called the respective office and 
was told to let him know when they find it. After dinner Donno called from Vienna to inform us that she 
received a call from the States that the the bag with the camera and cellphone were found and can be 
picked up from Daniela in the reception of Hotel Sofitel in Zürich. What a relief for Nelly that her 
allergie got even better. How did it land in the reception of the hotel?--The cabin personal who found it 
asked the receptionist of the hotel to see what she can do to find the owner as he does not have 
much time before going back to wotk.  (The train staff stay in Sofitel when in Zürich)She then openned 
the cellphone,got the sim card put it in hers and could call the first nr stored and that is the one in the 
states. The states called Donno in Vienna and Vienna called us, Martin called Daniela of Sofitel and 
at about 10 p m Nelly got her camera and cellphone back with the documentation of the consultation 

and her vacation all intack as they left Switzerland this morning at 7 A M.  
  
It is very satifying to know that there are still honest people around. So come to Switzerland for vac. 
but make sure to have an honest person find whatever you loose. (Daniela did not even want to 
accept the token Henry gave) She was happy herself that Nelly got her camera back. 
  
Claire 



 
Thank you from Caridad Fiar-Od 

 
Dear Lolit, Juerg and All Others, 
 
How are all of you? I miss all of you. I just sent my report to Yvonne after so many attempts to do so 
because I cant understand computers in French which are used in internet cafes here in Geneve. 
Finally, right within the junction where my cousin Nancy Cretinnand and family live, here is an Indian 
gentleman who is patient enough to explain so I was able to send my report. It was unedited. Anyway, 
I gave Yvonne the blanket authority to edit such report. I know very well that documenting, editing, 
summarizing, moderating and all other good 'ings' is Yvonne's forte.  
 
Aaaaaaay apo, ICBE, WOW, Ay apo, HOW HAPI! When will there be another ICBE? Everything 

exciting. Included in my report is my personal impression of the ICBE and a brief article on the Gala 
Night as a cultural integration per se. Lolit, do include me in your ICBE network so I get updated 
through my email. 
 
My experiences in that ICBE will always be remembered as long as I live. Thank you to all of you for 
the many excellent things extended to us in terms of your time, treasure and talent. Even if I am 
sleeping, I keep imagining the Alps, the train, bus rides, the good people, the refreshing environment, 
the cheese esp. the raclet, the chocolates, the swiss knife, etc. Of course, I will not forget your 
support in buying my books. Kabunyan is Great! 
 
I am still here in Geneva and will be going back to the Philippines on May 30 and then to Guam May 
31 to June 6, 2005. Just yesterday we came from Zumikon to attend the wedding shower party for the 

loving newly-wed Frederic and Daniela. Another added enriching experience. Another amusing 
experience and a real exposure to social integration of culture between the Igorots and Swiss cultural 
practices. 
 
More next time. God bless all of us. 
 
Layad, 
Caridad 

 
 
 

..ooOOoo.. 

 
 
 

To the Members of BIBAK Switzerland and the ICBE participants, 
  

CONGRATULATIONS to all of you for a job excellently done. 

  

I can imagine how everybody enjoyed the gathering.  
Long live the EUROPEAN Igorots and their supporters. 
  
Susan 
 

 



 
Thank you from Fritz Portenier, Aeschi 

 
Liebe Lolit und Jürg 

Besten Dank für die sehr erfreulichen Zeilen im Mail vom 14.5.2005. Entschuldigt bitte die etwas 
verspätete Antwort; Es ist viel los gegenwärtig. 

Es freut uns alle natürlich sehr, dass dieser Abend offenbar bei allen Anwesenden gut angekommen 
ist. Wir hatten diesen Eindruck ja schon am Anlass selber. 

Es ist mir offenbar gelungen, unsere bodenständigen Leute auf den Abend optimal einzustimmen und 
offen und neugierig, aber auch mit der nötigen Portion Humor die Zusammenkunft anzugehen. Vor 
allem war mir auch wichtig, dass unsere Leute die Kultur der Igorots auch "ernst nehmen", obwohl sie 
auf den ersten Blick weit von unserer entfernt ist. Die Zusammenkunft, welche von Martin Koller sehr 
geschickt und mit viel Gespühr geleitet wurde, hat aber sofort gezeigt, dass die Bergvölker trotz der 

grossen Distanz viele Gemeinsamkeiten haben, gerade auch im Umgang mit der Musik in 
verschiedenster Form. 

Kurz: Unsere Leute waren auch beeindruckt von diesem Zusammentreffen und haben "euer Volk" als 
sehr warmherzig, freundlich und sehr kontaktfreudig und offen empfunden. Für uns war es ein 
Erlebnis besonderer Art. Wir sind sogar ein wenig stolz, mit euch zusammen einen so lustigen und 
aufgestellten und trotzdem feinfühligen Abend erlebt zu haben. Dieser Anlass wird bei uns in die 
"Vereinsgeschichte" eingehen. 

Also, besten Dank für diesen schönen Abend!! 

Nun zum Schluss wünsche ich alles Gute und auf ein ander Mal!  

Freundliche Grüsse 

Fritz Portenier und die Jodlergruppe Alpengruss Aeschiried 

 
Translation: 

 
Dear Lolit and Juerg 

Thank you so much for the very pleasant words in the mail of 14th May 2005. My apologies for this 
delayed response, right now, there are lot of works to do. 

We are very happy that the gala night was clearly enjoyed by the participants. We had already these 
impressions on that evening. 

Obviously, I was successful in bringing our local folks to the right mood and let them start the evening 
with openness and curiosity, but also with a good portion of humor. It was important to me, that our 
people will take the culture of the Igorots seriously, even though on the first sight, it may seem to be 
very different from ours. The performance, which was smartly and tactfully moderated by Martin Koller 
showed us that the mountain people have a lot of things in common, mainly the music in its different 
form. 

In short: our members were also impressed about this meeting and experienced your „people“ as 
warm hearted, friendly, outspoken and open. It was a very special experience for us. We are even a 
little bit proud that we were able to have such fun, exciting and yet sensitive evening together. This 
event will go down in our club’s history. So, thank you very much for this nice evening. 

Finally, I wish you all the best and see you some other time! 

Best regards,  

Fritz Portenier und die Jodlergruppe Alpengruss Aeschiried 

 


